FLORIDA:
FOOL-PROOFED

Make every minute of your
vacation count. In Menasha
Ridge Press’ new consumer
guide series, independent
observers have rated Central
and Southern Florida
attractions, creating a wealth of
indispensable information that
will allow you to avoid
disappointments and long
lines. Touring strategies,
detailed descriptions, and
ratings of the attractions’
overall appeal and major
features help you decide what
| to see and when to see it.

Central Florida Attractions/A
Consumer Guide (Contains the most
comprehensive touring information
on EPCOT Center available
anywhere.) 300 pages—$5.95

Southern Florida
Attractions/A
Consumer Guide,
150 pages—$3.95
and, available very
soon, Northern

| Florida Attractions/
A Consumer Guide.

| want more Florida fun. No long lines. No
disappointments. Send my copy of:

[ Southern Florida Attractions/A
Consumer Guide for $3.95

[] Central Florida Attractions/A Consumer
Guide for $5.95

I Please add $1.00 for handling and shipping
per order.

[J Check or money order enclosed.
[] Charge to my (VISA) (MasterCard).

Acct. No.

Exp. Date

Name

Address

City

State/ZIP

MAIL NOW TO: Menasha Ridge Press,
Route 3, Box 58-G,
Hillsborough, NC 27278

I Allow 10 days for delivery.

menasha

A beauty of a village in the Berkshires

n 1785, my great-great-great-grand-
father, Theodore Sedgwick, the
fifth speaker of the fledgling U.S.
House of Representatives, built
himself a stout Federal-style man-
sion on Main Street in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts. He thereby formed
a bond between our family and a town
that, two centuries and many generations
later, still thrives. Indeed, locals swear
that crickets in this little Berkshire town
chirp nightly, “Sedg-wick, Sedg-wick,
Sedg-wick.”

Although I’ve never lived in Stock-
bridge, I've visited it often enough to
develop a keen sentiment for the place
—our musty but elegant old manse, the
gentle Housatonic that flows behind, and
the deep-green ridges of the Berkshire
hills off in the distance. While thorough-
ly New England in spirit, Stockbridge is
oddly Midwestern in look, mostly because
of the broad, treelined boulevard, Main
Street, that runs through the town. Most
of the houses along it, however, are situ-
ated well back from the road, making it
seem even wider and more imposing. The
downtown itself is tiny, just a little row
of shops propped up like books on a
shelf by the town library and the massive
Red Lion Inn at either end. Actually, a
variety of modern boutiques are tucked
in behind, out of sight, in a walk-in
shopping area called the Mews, and
more stores have cropped up of late
around the corner.

Religious Roots

One certainly needn’t be a Sedgwick to
be attracted to the little town. Nearly
equidistant from Boston and New York
City, in the southwest corner of Massa-
chusetts, Stockbridge has an unusually
rich history for such a small place (pop-
ulation 2,328), and much of it is pre-
served for visitors to see. The town was
founded in 1734 by a Yale tutor named
John Sargeant who was serving as a
missionary to the Mahican Indians. In
Stockbridge’s early years, the English
settlers and Indian natives lived together
casily, tepees and Colonial frame houses
standing side by side. One of those origi-

.

nal houses, belonging to John Sargeant
himself, stands on Main Street and is
open to the public. Fancy in a primitive
sort of way, it is surrounded by a gar-
den of herbs and dwarf fruit trees. Up
the road a short distance off Route 102,
Indians are interred in the Ancient Burial
Ground on a hillock looking out over the
land that was once theirs.

In keeping with Stockbridge’s strong
religious associations, Calvinist Jonathan
Edwards took up residence here in 1751
after he was evicted from his Northamp-
ton, Massachusetts, ministry for his
extreme views. He, too, served as a mis-
sionary to the Indians, and he settled in
the center of town on the site of the pres-
ent-day Austen Riggs psychiatric institute.

A Haven for the Arts

Exactly a hundred years later, the town
became home to another American digni-
tary, Nathaniel Hawthorne, who moved
into a small red cottage above the broad
lake now called the Stockbridge Bowl.
His house, rebuilt after a fire, has been
turned into a small museum and stands
about four miles north of the town center
on Pine Street. At Stockbridge, Hawthorne
wrote The House of the Seven Gables
and planned Tanglewood Tales, but he
proclaimed great dissatisfaction with the
region, largely because it was so differ-
ent from his native Salem. The Hawthorne
museum is across from the famous Tan-
glewood music center, summer home of
the Boston Symphony, and if you go out
there, stop in at Tanglewood and stroll
about the center’s luxurious grounds.

The sculptor Daniel Chester French
built a glorious stucco estate for himself
in Stockbridge at the turn of the century.
“I live here six months of the year—in
heaven,” he exclaimed. “The other six
months of the year I live, well—in New
York.” Called Chesterwood, the exten-
sive property has been opened to the
public by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. To get there from Stock-
bridge center, take Route 102 west two
miles to Route 183 south and follow
the signs.

You can look at a number of exhibits
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by John Sedgwick

in the barn, including plaster models of
French’s famous seated Lincoln and the
Minute Man statue from the Concord
Bridge, which he completed at age 25.
Visitors can also tour the elegant living
quarters and walk through French’s high-
ceilinged studio, which was built with
large double doors and equipped with a
short railroad track that enabled him to
wheel his sculptures outside to inspect
them in natural light.

The town’s chief claim to fame in the
popular mind, however, has nothing to
do with history or high culture, but rath-
er with an artist whose interests never
diverted from the mainstream—or from
Main Street. He was Norman Rockwell,
who moved to Stockbridge in 1953 and
stayed until his death in 1978. Through
hundreds of paintings of local people and
scenes—doctors, countermen, justices
of the peace, little leaguers and garage
mechanics—Rockwell transformed the
town into pure Americana. And, in a case
of life imitating art, the tiny downtown
is still almost precisely the way Rock-
well depicted it in a magazine Christmas
illustration almost 20 years ago: the gin-
gerbread-house antique store, the oddly
gabled Town Hall, Nejaime’s Grocery,
the Red Lion Inn—all of them just as
they were. Visitors can make the com-
parison for themselves at the Old Cor-
ner House, which displays an assortment
of Rockwell’s paintings from its large
collection. It is open Wednesday through
Monday from 10 to 5; admission is $3
for adults, $1 for children ages 5 to 12.

A Retreat for the Rich

Not so long ago, however, the town’s
appeal was exclusively to members of
the upper crust—well-heeled New York-
ers who built summer homes in Stock-
bridge in the late 19th century to escape
the city’s swelter. Today’s tourists can
gape at a prime example of these sum-
mer “‘cottages,” as the stately mansions
were termed, in Naumkeag—Haven of
Peace—which stands about a half-mile
up Pine Street from town, on Prospect
Hill overlooking the public cemetery.

A glorious shingled palace of 26 rooms,
TRAVEL & LEISURE/JUNE 1983
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IN COPLEY PLACE,
ONE CLEARLYSTANDS OUT

Boston’s Copley Place is one of
the country’s most. impressive archi-
tectural achievements. Its beauti-
fully designed 9.5 acres include a
Neiman-Marcus, dozens of fine shops
and galleries, and a great selection
of restaurants.

And towering above all that
excitement is the new Westin Hotel.

This hotel will offer all the
amenities you'd expect from a
hotel bearing the proud Westin
name. Inside you'll

find the most spacious rooms in Bos-
ton. Three superb restaurants. A fully
equipped health club. Twenty-four
hour room service. And the profes-
sional service that always makes trav-
elers feel welcome and comfortable.
The Westin Hotel/Copley Place.
The most remarkable thing to
happen in Boston since Copley
Place itself. For reservations or
information, call your travel
agent or (800) 228-3000. Or
call us direct, (617) 262-9600.

THE WESTIN HOTEL
Copley Place Boston

AN EXPERIENCE BEYOND THE REST.

© 1983, The Westin, Copley Place
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THE ARUBA EXPERIENCE.

Far from crowds and chaos, you're free to laze.
To enjoy. In a comfort that anticipates everything
and overlooks nothing. The Aruba Palm Beach Hotel
and Casino. See your Travel Agent or call toll free
(800) 223-1588. In New York call (212) 661-4540.
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ARUBA NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

Good in’black & white.
Greatin Orange.

orange county

A Vacation Through Three Centuries.
Come Celebrate Our 300th Birthday.

Box 999 Goshen, NY 10924 '/)It_s
(914) 294-5151 ext. 170 \NT)
Please send me free color brochures:

Name

Address

Cliy == rame - p.
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Parkiand
escortcd [Papprgael @

18 fun-filled days of exploring the
wonders of the West. ;

7 spectacular
National Parks
from Denver ,

® Zion (
® Bryce

® Grand Canyon
® Yellowstone

® Rocky Mountains ® Grand Tetons
® Mesa Verde

* Exclusive FREE Travelog on departure

* No smoking aboard motorcoach

* Mondays June 13 through September 5, 1983
« $1595 per person share twin

Send in your deposit now for the date of your choice
FEATURING THE FINEST MOTORCOACHES ON THE HIGHWAY

SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR WRITE TO:

Itneisel Green Carpet Tours
345 N.E. 8th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97232
established 1849

Stockbridge continued

Naumkeag was designed in 1886 by Stan-
ford White for the renowned lawyer
Joseph Hodges Choate, who served as
ambassador to Great Britain.

But the Court of St. James had noth-
ing on Naumkeag. The house looks as
though it could withstand quite a siege,
with its stout stone walls, hefty turrets,
high-pitched roof bristling with chimneys,
and commanding view of the country-
side. As you tour this delightful estate,
it’s easy to imagine the imperious Choate
sipping brandy in the afternoon garden
surrounded by the imitation Venetian
hitching posts. (He had the beams dredged
up from Boston Harbor, where they’d
lain for 75 years acquiring their ancient
weather-beaten look.) Or perhaps he’s
taking a stroll along the Linden Walk, or
through a water stair in a grove of white
birches, or around to the front of the
house to the Chinese Garden.

A far more spartan existence can be
found at Colonel John Ashley’s house,
also open to visitors, in nearby Ashley
Falls. The oldest dwelling in Berkshire
County, the house was built in 1735 and
has attained some historical stature as the
home of a slave woman named Mumbett.
Intrigued to learn during the Revolution
that all men are created equal, she pre-
vailed upon my ancestor Judge Sedgwick
to argue for her freedom in court. She
was the first slave to be freed by a court
in Massachusetts. In gratitude, she went
to work for the judge and became a loyal
member of his household. She is buried
in the family graveyard.

Outdoor Diversions

Down the road from the Ashley house
is Bartholomew’s Cobble, a domelike
geological formation that is home to

an extraordinary 700 species of plants,
including 44 types of ferns. Always
warm because of its southern exposure,
the Cobble is a lovely place for a picnic
well into the fall.

More energetic outdoorsmen might
want to climb Monument Mountain.
Hardly a true mountain at 1,750 feet, it
nevertheless affords good views of the
fabled Berkshire countryside from its
summit. From there, gazing at the gentle
valley, you can see why the author Cath-
erine Maria Sedgwick, the judge’s spin-
ster daughter, compared Stockbridge so
favorably with paradise. Quizzed on this
point, she once replied, “Madam, when
I die I expect no violent transition.” She
is now taking her heavenly rest in the
family plot. W
RS S IE CHRSIN S RO

How and Where

Summer Events: There are three major
summer festivals in the Stockbridge area.
Tanglewood is home for the Boston
Symphony Orchestra during July and
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August. For ticket information, call 617-
266-1492 until June 30; after that, 413-
637-1666.

Celebrating its 55th anniversary season
is the Berkshire Theatre Festival, with
shows from June 29 through August 28
at two theaters—the Playhouse (Main-
stage) on Main Street and the student-run
Unicorn on Route 7 north. Tickets cost
about $7 at the Unicorn and $11 to $18
at the Playhouse; write for tickets to the
Berkshire Theatre Festival, Stockbridge,
Mass. 01262, or call 298-5576.

Also open during the summer months
is the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival,
held at the Ted Shawn Theatre on George
Carter Road in Becket, about 15 minutes
east of Stockbridge on Route 8. From
June 28 through September 3, different
groups will perform every week, includ-
ing the Paul Taylor Dance Company and
the Jazz Tap Ensemble. Tickets for the
Tuesday through Saturday evening and
Saturday matinee shows range from $9
to $16 and can be reserved by writing
to the festival at Box 287, Lee, Mass.
02138 or calling 243-0745.

Getting There: From New York, go north
on the Taconic Parkway, then east on
Route 23 to Route 7 north, which passes
through the center of town. From Boston,
take the Massachusetts Turnpike to Exit
No. 2, then head west on Route 102.
Where to Stay: The best place to stay
is the Red Lion Inn, which is not only
in the center of town but is the center

of town. A wonderful, creaky old place
whose hallways are slightly bowed with
age, it is chockablock with antique furni-
ture, grandfather clocks and a large collec-
tion of porcelain teapots. The Red

Lion maintains the New England

inn tradition with style, grace and—

to judge by the attentiveness of the ser-
vice—snap. Despite the large scale of
the inn—there are 100 rooms—each
guest is made to feel right at home.
Fresh flowers are placed everywhere in
summer; the hearths are always blazing
in winter. The price of a double room
with private bath for a weekend night

is $80 to $95, depending on the room,
through October 31; about $60 afterward,
until May 27. Write for reservations to
the Red Lion Inn, Stockbridge, Mass.
01262, or call 298-5545.

Where to Eat: The Red Lion Inn pro-
vides the best dining in town, with a
menu that favors such New England fare
as clam chowder, scallop-and-oyster pie
and lobster. The baked goods are particu-
larly satisfying. While the large dining
room is light and pleasant, the dark-wood
Widow Bingham’s Tavern has the same
menu and more charm. It is snug and
has pleasantly old-timey New England
feeling. Dinner for two without drinks
runs $30 to $40; the telephone number
is the same as the inn’s: 298-5545.
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If the thought
of cool mountain
breezesand

clear
streams makes you
fora

Come to Wintergreen,
an outstanding 13,000-acre
resort with hiking, tennis,
horseback riding, swimming,
golf and fishing in a setting
like a private national forest.

For reservations or in-
formation, call 804-325-2200
or write Wintergreen, B-3,
Wintergreen,Virginia 22958.

#Wintergreen

CRUISE WITH
THE FRENCH.

This summer (July to Oct.) cruise with the French. And to the French, cruis-
ing is Paquet. Join them aboard the M/S Mermoz. The cuisine, incredible
The wines, free. The ambience, international. The itineraries, fabulous. North
to Spitzbergen & the Land of the Midnight Sun. Into the Mediterranean & the
Black Sea. Beyond the Suez Canal to Kenya & the south of Africa.

And, as a highlight, our critically acclaimed 24th Music Festival at Sea. Al
aboard the M/S Mermoz. The best of France afloat.

For more information, including fly/cruise arrangements, see your Travel
Agent or send in this coupon. Ship’s registry: France.

Paquet Cruises, Inc., 1007 N. America Way, Miami, FL 33132

<SPAQUET

Please send me your “Cruise with the French™ brochure ™ FRENCH CRUISES
Name 16/83
Address City. State Zip

My travel agent is

MSMERMOZ
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