Capture the excitement
of the world’s greatest
luxury rail journeys.

NOSTALGIC-ISTANBUL

ORIENT EXPRESS

Delight in the mystique of the “King
of Trains!” Travel on our vintage train
from Paris to Istanbul, with gala fes-
tivities along the way. Superb cuisine.
Spring, fall. 9 or 10 days, from $4490.

TRANS-SIBERIAN SPECIAL

Visit Russia in comfort! Enjoy caviar
and champagne, the opera and
Siberian frontier on Russia's only
private luxury train. Year round.

16 days, from $2990.

INDIA. PALACE ON WHEELS

Explore the palaces, monuments and
grandeur of India. Travel in vintage
carriages built for the maharajas.
Optional 5-day Nepal extension.
January. 13 days, $3450.

CHINA. IMPERIAL PEKING
EXPRESS

See China in luxury. Opulent private
rail carriages, grand banquets,
luxurious state guest houses. Peking,
Xian, Shanghai, Guilin. Spring, fall.

13 days. $3990.

Society Expeditionsi

Dept. TL-R10 723 Broadway E.
Seattle, WA 98102
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A pair of lions guard the entrance hall of the Boston Public Library.

Boston Public Library

A striking combination of architectural styles

by John Sedgwick

ombining the classic
lines of 19th-century
architecture and the
sheer planes of 20th-
century modernism, the
Boston Public Library
represents, by its style
no less than by its books, the very best
of New England’s long cultural tradition.
Located in treelined, brick-paved Copley
Square, the library looks out on Trinity
Church, the elegant Copley Plaza Hotel,
and a new complex of stores, restaurants
and a hotel. But it is not overshadowed
by any of this.

As Longfellow wrote in a poem dedi-
cating the original building in 1895, “This
palace is the people’s own.” And palace
it is—from the white Georgia marble of
the foyer to the elaborately carved fire-
places, and the copper gargoyles adorn-
ing the lightning rods up on the roof.

Built only a few years after the sur-
rounding Back Bay was filled in to cre-
ate land for the city’s expansion, the old
wing, designed by Charles F. McKim of
McKim, Mead and White, rests not on
solid ground but on wooden piers over
open water. And the new wing, designed
by Philip Johnson and opened in 1972, is
pitched on clay. With more than five mil-
lion volumes, the Boston Public Library
is one of the 10 largest libraries in the
United States.

The entrance to the old part of the
library is graced by a pair of voluptuous

ladies forged in bronze, now green with
age, who represent Art (she with a paint-
er’s palette) and Science (with a globe).
The three arched doorways are overhung
with four wrought-iron lamps, and the
head of Minerva pokes out over the mid-
dle door. Above her, the inscription reads,
“Free To All.”

Unfortunately, that entrance was closed
recently, so now you have to enter the
library through the revolving glass doors
of the new wing on Boylston Street. Oper-
ating on an “‘open-stack” basis, as
opposed to the closed reserve system of
the old wing’s collection, Johnson’s addi-
tion is fully utilitarian—three tiers of
wide open space within a massive granite
cube. Because each floor has nine equal
sections, Johnson himself referred to his
construction as a giant “tic-tac-toe.” Yet
it serves the purpose of displaying more
than two million volumes effectively.

So divergent are the classical and
modernist styles that the only apparent
thing the two wings have in common,
aside from their vast size and exten-
sive use of granite, is that they both are
built around a courtyard. But Johnson’s
courtyard is totally enclosed, making it
an atrium.

Going down a corridor to the left
of the entrance, passing three charming
dioramas that depict scenes from popu-
lar children’s books, you will come to
McKim’s courtyard and suddenly enter
another world. Like a medieval cloister,
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it is a wonderful, peaceful place, delight-
fully cool in summer. It is lined with
columns and filled with Japanese maples.

So pleased was McKim with this clois-
ter that he planned to install a statue—by
Frederick MacMonnies—in memory of
his wife. But those plans were stopped
when proper Boston got wind of what
the statue was: a nude, dancing Bacchante
feeding grapes to her baby. Nudity was
scandal enough, but a drunk? The now
defunct Boston Post bannered: “No Tip-
sy Statue For Boston.” And the paper
was right. After the rector of Trinity
Church arranged for a private inspection,
the statue was relegated to New York’s
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

From the courtyard, you enter the
McKim wing and make a right to reach
the original entrance hall. With the doors
shut and the natural light closed off, the
place has the cool, damp feeling of a
wine cellar because of its low vaulted
ceilings and extensive use of stone. But
you can appreciate its appeal by asking
the guard to open up one of the heavy
(1,500-pound) bronze doors leading out
to the vestibule. Crafted by Daniel Ches-
ter French, the sculptor of the Lincoln
Memorial, each of the six doors bears
a graceful allegorical figure carved in
relief. Back inside, notice the signs of
the zodiac inlaid in the marble at your
feet, and the mosaics overhead spelling
out the names of New England’s greatest
writers amid a latticework of vines.

But you will ascend to even greater
heights by climbing the massive classical
staircase, heavy with columns and arches,
which won the praise of Henry James,
presumably a connoisseur of libraries,
for “its splendor of tawny marble.” The
yellow Siena marble was quarried from
the private preserve of a religious order
that was accustomed to prying loose
merely a block or two at a time to pay
off an occasional debt; McKim managed
to relieve the friars of 400 tons. The stairs
are watched over by a pair of lions, ded-
icated to two Massachusetts regiments
that fought in the Civil War. High above,
the ceiling is deeply coffered in squares
of cream and blue. Sunlight streams in
from three windows. On the loggia above,
as if to culminate this great mounting-up-
to-glory, Pierre Puvis de Chavannes has
painted a vast fresco of sylphs.

In a slightly less enchanting motif,
the artist also decorated the walls of
the staircase with a series of murals that
are intended to represent the range of
the library’s classification system, going
from literature through the social sciences
to chemistry and physics, each illustrat-
ed with a scene from Classical Arcadia.

To the right, just past the Venetian
vestibule, is the Delivery Room. Now
sadly mismatched in form and function,
the room is essentially a glorified booth
where you present a written request to
one of the clerks to collect a book from
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white sand beside the turquoise ocean. pnvuz
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Water sports are breathtaking at The
Grand, and the sightseeing starts right out-
sndeyourocean view terrace. Ask your travel
agent about our packages. Or call us direct,
toll-free: 1-800-327-
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ON PARAD!SE ISLAND

A Grand Hotels Ltd. Property

Why is an Elbow Beach
autumn vacation
the best in Bermuda?

All the world’s most beautiful places have their own special season. At Elbow
Beach, it’s autumn. The days are warm and sparkling clear, and every evening
the setting sun turns the sky as coral-pink as the soft sands of our magnificent
Elbow Beach. You'll begin your mornings with American-style breakfasts and
end your nights with sumptuous five-course dining. In between, there’s great
tennis, nearby golf and a large climate-controlled pool. Only one hotel can show
you the magic of autumn in Bermuda. Elbow Beach. In New York call Distin-
guished Hotels at (212) 697-9761. Everywhere else in the U.S.A. call toll

free (800) 223-7434. Elbow Beach Hotel, Paget, Bermuda, (809) 296-3535.
John R. Jefferis, V.P./General Manager.

No other hotel in Bermuda comes close.
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Effective through December 1983
Singles from $67 — Doubles from $78
10% agency commission
Inquire about our Wintertan and Summertan packages.

Yoliday Hnn

Send us your favorite
35mm Kodachrome® or
any color slide for its first
LaserColor enlargement.
It will show everything you
captured on film, and reveal
what the pro's already know about this
major breakthrough in color print fidelity
from slides. Based on advanced laser,
integrated circuit and microcomputer
technologies. You'll see why so many
have switched to LaserColor®
enlargements.

Highlights and
shadow details pre-
served, skin tones and color
virtually identical to what your camera
saw. Small wonder that industry and press
have acclaimed the LaserColor Process.

The N.Y. Times reports that LaserColor
“totally departs from former reproduction
principles”. Mail your first order today and
see the breathtaking difference!

42 Lasertolor

| LaserColor Laboratories, P.0. Box 8000, Dept TE, Fairfield Drive, West Paim Beach. FL 33407
[0 Here is my 35mm slide and print order. Also [J Please send information only.
send free color and N.Y. Times reprints, price

list (for prints to 30"x40", murals to 6x9 ft.) and Name
slide mailing kit.

|
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| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| O 1114 Prints @ $20.60 {
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |

() 8x10 Prints @ $14.75 Address.

[J 16x20 Prints @ $36.50 City.

Indicate cropping desired. Please add 10% for :
handling and shipping. Total enclosed $ . State Zip.

LaserColor* is a registered trademark for LaserColor Corporation’s brand of electronically generated photographic reproduction
Kodachrome* is a registered trademark of Eastman Kodak Company.

Boston Library continued

the closed stacks. In the old days, a min-
iature railroad chugged down the rows of
books; now, despite computerized pro-
cesses elsewhere in the library, that ser-
vice has regressed and is performed by
hand and foot. But what a glorious room.
With a ceiling of gilded beams, a fire-
place of red marble and walls of oak pan-
eling, it calls to mind the Doges’ Palace
in Venice. And it is ringed with yet anoth-
er series of murals, this one by Edwin
Austin Abbey, depicting the Arthurian
quest for the Holy Grail. It isn’t quite so
difficult, one hopes, to obtain a book.

Since books from this collection,
known as the Research Library, do not
circulate, they are customarily read in
adjoining Bates Hall, a long, barrel-ceil-
inged gallery built on a monumental scale.
Here, as you sit amid the rows of tables,
each place with its individual reading
light, busts of ancient authors and emi-
nent Bostonians gaze down on you.

Back outside the great hall, you
should pass down the corridor in the
other direction from the Delivery Room
toward a Pompeii-style vestibule and turn
right up the dark stairs. Although they
seem to be the sort of stairs that might
lead to a dungeon, in fact they open onto
illustrious Sargent Hall, resplendent with
murals on Judaism and Christianity that
turn the gallery into something closer to
a Byzantine church.

Returning back downstairs, you might
take a look at a variety of exhibits that
are tucked away in the different reading
rooms of the old library. In the specially
cooled and humidified rare-books collec-
tion, for example, there are displays of
incunabula, or books printed before 1501,
and handwritten manuscripts, as well as
a multivolume edition of all of Shake-
speare’s plays that fits into a bookcase
no larger than a box of kitchen matches.

Over in the Johnson wing, the cen-
tral atrium on the main floor is the site
of frequent exhibits, -and the Rabb Lec-
ture Hall, on the concourse level below,
schedules regular lectures, concerts and
film showings. W

How and Where

Located at the corner of Dartmouth

and Boylston Streets, the library is

best reached by subway, since parking
is scarce. Take the Green Line to Cop-
ley Square. The library and most exhib-
its are open Monday-Thursday from 9 to
9, on Friday and Saturday from 9 to 5.
Temporary library cards are available

. to visitors from out of state; inquire at

the circulation desk by the front hall of
the new wing. Admission is, as the old
entrance declares, “Free To All.” Infor-
mation on lectures, concerts and exhibits
can be obtained by calling the public-
relations office of the library: 617-536-
5400, extension 231.
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